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Abstract 
The rapid changes of modernization transform the society and the lives of the people. The 
ever growing changes of the socio-economical, political policies in a country and its 
influences on the multilateral relationship enable the people to migrate effortlessly to live 
in a global village. Human beings use the arbitrary code of symbols to share and 
communicate their views and ideas in a multicultural community. Hence, the pluralistic 
nature of the society, 21st era, focuses on global communication. English is considered to 
be the tool for global communication and the lingua franca of the developing society. 
More importantly, it is being underlined as the panacea for all problems. Therefore, 
Teaching of English in the language classrooms needs to have a global perspective in 
order to understand affects and effects of the changes which either directly influence the 
educational policies or constantly bring out the essential renovations in methods and 
methodologies of teaching English. Due to the emergence of new scientific technologies, 
the teachers have to be smart in order to create a global perspective among the learners. 
Therefore, the language teacher has a pivotal role in the learning scenario by playing the 
role of Scientist, Mentor, Architect, Researcher and Techno-constructivist (SMART).  
Key Words:  Global perspective, SMART 

 

1.0 Introduction 

 The realm of modernized multicultural and multilingual nature of a society has brought 

out significant changes in our life. There is an essential need for a common language that could 

build connectivity among the communities. Everyone understands the fact that learning a new 

language helps one to look at the world through one more window. Though the peoples learn 

different languages to address their needs and especially to connect themselves with the 

members of other communities yet there are quests how many languages one can to learn and 
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whether the environment provides space for learning the language that the individual likes to 

learn. Due to the influence of computers and mobiles and consumerist attitude has led the people 

to pave the way for dominant use and usage of English all over the world. Derek Walcott states, 

“The English is nobody’s special property. It is the property of the imagination. It is the property 

of the language itself.” The role of a teacher is undeniable in shaping the global perspective 

among the learners to enhance and enrich the understanding of the global community that they 

face in their day to day life. Therefore, the paper discusses why the language teachers have a 

pivotal role and how to be SMART in the classroom. 

2.0 English as a Global Language 

  Language cannot be defined much firmly but it is a system of symbols that is based on 

arbitrary convictions and modifies as for the development of a society. David Crystal view on a 

global language as follows “A language achieves a genuinely global status when it develops a 

special role that is recognised in every country.” (Crystal, 3) The emerging changes in all the 

fields are leading the people to be a competent user of English in order to survive in the 

competitive world. It becomes lingua franca of the world which is taught all over the world 

either as an EFL or ESL. The Language is a symbol of power and heart and soul of a 

communication to maintain the human relationships. It is a helpful tool for sharing one’s 

thoughts and views in a multilingual community and becomes the official language of many 

countries. Even though it may be a mother tongue people all motivate to learn and feel a dignity 

of pride to use it. It is being used by the uneducated people of the society though it is not a 

mother tongue for them. There are a lot of changes taking place due to the dominance this 

language in the society. 

3.0 Language Teacher  

 English is a global language and the language teachers have to play a key role in 

developing global perspective among the learners. They have to realize the future need of the 

learners while teaching it. It is necessary to provide proper exposure for meaningful interaction 

and, more importantly, all learners possess the linguistic knowledge but it has to be tapped and 
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triggered in the language classrooms. The teachers have to play the a smarter role not only to 

enhance the teaching and learning process but also help the learners to overcome various 

obstacles in the language learning process. The language teachers are not merely ‘a guide by 

side’ or ‘facilitator’ but they have to be a SMART to enrich the language learning as a 

meaningful one. SMART teachers play the role of Scientist, Mentor, Architect, Researcher and 

Techno-constructivist. 

3.1 Scientist 

 Language is less like to be arts than science. It consists of systems and subsystems. In 

other words, it is nothing but a cluster of systems within a system. Learners should possess the 

knowledge of how to use the system for better communication. Language teachers have to play 

the role of scientists. The scientist is the one who has the advance knowledge in a particular field 

and aware of its influence on other fields. Language teachers should possess the qualities of a 

Linguist who studies and describes the nuances of the language scientifically. Therefore, it is 

essential for the teachers to be aware of the synchronic and diachronic aspects of the language 

development.  This particular aspect may helpful for them to connect their learners with the 

global community and create a global perspective among the learners that helps the learners can 

acquire the use and usage of the linguistic systems in a meaningful way.  

3.2 Mentor 

 There is a mushrooming of innovative methods and methodologies in the teaching and 

learning scenario in order to overcome various learning obstacles yet learners are failed to 

achieve that is expected from them. CLT (Communicative Language Teaching) underlines that 

teachers are “not the sage on the stage but the guide by the side.” Learning a second language is 

not a cake walk for the novice and aspirants. They have to be motivated and helped to pursue 

their learning tasks in order to complete it. Each and every language classroom differs like the 

learners because no learner is unique and, especially, all teachers deal with a mixed ability 

classroom. Therefore, a language teacher has to understand the calibre of each learner in the 

classroom that can be done when the teacher plays a role mentor. Oxford dictionary defines 
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“Mentor is an experienced person who advises and helps somebody with less experience over a 

period of time.” This not only facilitates the language learning but also helps to create proper 

methods and methodologies for the learners that can use to overcome various learning obstacles 

of learners. 

3.3 Architect 

 Language learning is like a construction of a home. Though the learners are the owner 

their home the teachers are the architects of the home. Each architect differs from one another 

while designing the building. Even though we have focused on the learner-centred approach the 

role of a teacher is undeniable. Etymologically, the word ‘architect’ derives from the Greek 

origin ‘arkhi-tekton’ means ‘chief builder’. The teacher is the ‘Chief builder’ of the language 

activities in a classroom. Even though one can find an ocean of language activities and materials 

for it all the activities are not applicable for the learners. Therefore, he/she has to choose the 

materials for the learners and designs the methods and methodology of teaching and learning 

based on the pedagogy of the language teaching and learning. The activities facilitate the 

teachers to catalyze language learning techniques and enable the learners to get the language and 

connect themselves with the rest of the community. 

3.4 Researcher  

 The classrooms are the place of enlightening oneself. Most of us think that it the place of 

enlightening only the learners but we fail to realize the teacher is also a learner who learns and 

frames new strategies for creating acquisition rich environment that could enhance the learning 

process. It provides a space for the teachers to construct own theories for practice as well as they 

could theorize their practices. Therefore, the teachers become active and more reflective 

practitioners of the theories than a passive participant in the learning scenario. Teachers have to 

be a researcher not only to improve their teaching practices but also to achieve “Pedagogy of 

Possibility ” which seeks “ To rupture the reified role relationship between theorists and 

practitioners by enabling teachers to construct their own theory of practice” 
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(Kumaravedivelu,537). The formation of innovative practices enables the teachers to be one with 

the global phenomenon of English language teaching community. 

3.5 Techno-constructivist 

  The 21st era is known as the age of communication which is dominated by technological 

inventions and innovations that make the learning and teaching more flexible and implements 

innovative ideologies for a better learning. Michalle pacansky-Brock said, “Our classrooms are 

both relics of antiquated traditions and symbols of the future global society” (15). Constructivists 

believe that a learner constructs their own knowledge by interacting with an environment. The 

classrooms practices should blend the ideologies of the both aspects to address the needs of the 

learners. Being a Techno-constructivist one can choose learner friendly technological tools to 

create an optimistic impact on among the learners who can have a bird’s eye view of the global 

community.   

4.0 Conclusion 

 Everyone wants to act smart and has to use language smartly not only to fulfil their tasks 

but also to maintain the relationship with others because language is not merely meant for 

communication but also it influences each and everything in our everyday life. The Child 

acquires language from everyone but he / she learns it from the teachers. Despite of living in a 

multilingual community where everyone tries to use common language to overcome linguistic 

differences and the learners are surrounded with the various opportunities to connect themselves 

with the global community, they fail to do so. Therefore, the language teachers have to play a 

pivotal role in order to create the global outlook among the learners. Language is connecting 

symbol of the communities which can create a progressive society. So, even in the techno-driven 

society of 21st century, one has to acknowledge the pivotal role of the teachers in the process of 

building a global community. 
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